Centro Mallorca

The inspirational retreatin the sun

The Great Fiction Workshops
May and October 2011

Sunday 9" - Saturday 15" October

Creating, Writing, Editing and Marketing Fiction

If you have a novel brewing in your brain, or you are midway in the strugtafiyour novel
or you are in the final revision of your novele welcome you to join us for this five day
workshop of talks, one to one appointments and evening readings in the idyllic setting of
Centro Mallorcalmagine retreating to such a peaceful tseg, being with likeminded

writers and having time to develop and discuss your work wiih very supportive creative
writing tutors. If you have workn progress or just an idea, bringaibng. We're ready to
help withwriting an eyecatching synopsjsonvincing covering letters or simply editing
lumpy narrative that is slowing the pace of your writing.

If you have any questions about the course, please comtadbara Largén the UK on 01962827238
or barbara.large@winchester.ac.uandJudith Allnatton judithallnatt@ btopenworld.com



mailto:barbara.large@winchester.ac.uk
mailto:judithallnatt@btopenworld.com

The Great Fiction Workshops
Sunday 9" - Saturday 15" October

£795 per participating painter

Participating partner sharing room - £525
Non-participating partner sharing room - £325

The house is suited to couples — all accommodation is double beds
With en-suite shower, hand-basin and WC
- although we do not charge a single room supplement.

All seven bedrooms rooms are different and will be allocated
on a first booked basis.

Additional bookings will be allocated rooms in our adjoining small hotel,
which offers the same high standard of accommodation.

Total number of participants on course- 10
A range of activities are available to non-participating partners - we have route-maps for

sightseeing, cycling (we've got bicycles) and walking, and for more specialised activities
we recommend our travel partner Balearic Discovery at www.balearicdiscovery.com.

No expensive taxis or hire cars are needed to reach us
¢ a simple bus and train jorney from the airport costs only 3.8 Euros!


http://www.balearicdiscovery.com/

First, ask about availability before booking flights, by e-mailing us at
centromallorca@aol.com saying which course you are interested in, how many
persons, and giving a contact telephone number.

When you have your flight details we will send you a booking confirmation (which we will
hold for 3 days), ask for your details, and send you a request for a 30% deposit. Deposits
will be fully returnable up to 8 weeks before your arrival date, after which the balance will
be paid in full, and the full amount becomes non-returnable (unless a full paying
alternative participant is found - less £75 administration charge). Payment by UK cheque in
f sterling, unless otherwise agreed. Any extras incurred can be paid cash on departure.

All tuition and course work materials
All meals - see daily schedule for more details

Breakfast with freshly-squeezed orange juice, fresh local bread, ensaimadas, local
cold meats, cheeses and fresh fruit. Tea and Coffee selection.

Buffet Lunch with a different selection each day served with wine.

Dinner will be two or more courses served with wine.

Meals will be taken in the house, as a picnic and in a selection of local restaurants.

All cooking is to the highest standard using fresh local produce of the island. It is not
possible to offer a dedicated vegetarian option - Mallorcan cuisine includes meat in
one form or another in just about every dish.

We will also serve mid-morning refreshments, afternoon tea, and pre-Dinner drinks on the
patio. Also included are soft drinks which are available throughout the day.

Flights: A list of all airlines from the UK serving Mallorca is shown below.

Transfers: Palma de Mallorca airport to Sineu. A simple and inexpensive bus and train
journey costs about £3.40 single per person. A taxi direct will cost about £55.00 each way.
See further details and train map below.

Minibus Excursions: Cost will depend on numbers. Museum entry is also excluded.

Insurance: Itis essential that you arrange your own travel insurance, and carry your
European Healthcard E111 card (available from Post Offices or online).
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What s included in the cost of the course?
Included in the cost are accommodation and Full Board, and all tuition and relevant
equipment.

Do | have one-to-one time with the tutor?
Individual attention is very important, and you will have both scheduled time, and
continuous advice, if you want it.

How many will be on the course?
Not more than 12 people, consisting of individuals, participating couples and non-
participants.

Who comes on the course?
The course is suitable for all levels and abilities, and will be customised to individual needs.

What do | need to | bring with me for the course?
We will provide the necessary equipment and supplies for your course. If you prefer using
your own writing materials, then bring them with you.

Will I need to bring a laptop?
Not unless you want to. You can scan/ print off your coursework if you need to, or access
the internet through our wireless broadband or in-house computer.

Will I have to share my double room?

No - if you book as an individual you will have exclusive use of your room. All our rooms
are double-bedded, and we know some participants will want come with either a
participating partner, or one that just wants to come along for an enjoyable holiday.

Is there a single person supplement?
No, although we will give a reduced room-rate to an additional person sharing.

Do you cater for vegetarians or people on special diets?

Unfortunately not - in Spain it is impossible to guarantee that animal fats are never
included in the food preparation chain. However, where possible, all ingredients are
locally sourced fresh produce.

How can | get there?

You need to book your own flights to Mallorca (more direct flights from the UK than to any
other destination), and although we don't specially arrange collection from the airport,
getting to us is very simple, quick and inexpensive. Improve your carbon footprint by
using the narrow-gauge train which meanders to us through the bucolic Mallorcan
countryside.



What is the weather like?

Mallorca has one of the world’s most agreeable climates, and between April and October

the daytime temperatures will vary from warm, to very hot in July and August. The spring

and autumn evenings can be cooler, although it's often warm enough to eat out of doors.
The unlikely event of bad weather will not affect the progress of the course.

What is Sineu like?

Itis a picturesque small market-town, surrounded by wonderful rural countryside, and is
now one of Mallorca’s most desirable places for Mallorquins to live. Twenty-first century
connections to Palma and other parts of the island, mean that although there is an active
working rural community, many of the residents are commuting high-earners living in
comfortable housing and apartments. They have enabled the existence of the excellent
range of facilities — the bars and restaurants, the small boutiques and the wide range of
locally funded amenities. It is probable that the only tourists you will see will be passing
through in their hire cars, or on their bikes.




Daily Schedule

08.15 Breakfast
09.00-10.30 First Workshop
10.30-11.00 Refreshment break
11.00-12.30 Second Workshop
13.00 Buffet Lunch in the house
14.30-17.00 One to one appointments
and writing time
19.30 Pre-drinks on the terrace followed
by Dinner at 20.00
After dinner - If wished, reading from
Delegates' writing and discussion

Writers will make their own travel plans,
and arrive during the afternoon in time
for:

19.30 - Pre-dinner drinks on the patio
with informal welcome and introduction
to the Great Fiction Workshop - followed
by a Barbecue on the Patio.

09.00-10.30
Workshop 1: Panning for Gold

1 1 000-1 2.30
Workshop 2: Using the Senses to
Trigger Characters and Places

Dinner: Taken in the house.

09.00-10.30
Workshop 3: Writing is Character
Building

11.00-12.30
Workshop 4: Dialogue that Rings True

Dinner: Taken in one of Sineu’s many
restaurants.

09.00-11.30
Visit to Sineu’s vibrant morning market

11.30-13.00
Workshop 5: Where Do We Start with
Plotting

After Lunch: An excursion by minibus to
visit Robert Graves’s house and grave in
Deya, and the Valldemossa monastery
residence of Frederick Chopin and
George Sand. Cost of trip including
museum entry fees will depend on
numbers.




OR

A journey using public transport to visit
Joan Miro’s house and studio museum
just outside Palma.

Breakfast from 08.15 and departures by
midday.

Dinner: Taken in one of Sineu’s many
restaurants.

Thursday

09.00-10.30
Workshop 6: Behind the scenes at the
Museum

1 1 000-1 2.30
Workshop 7: Choosing the Best Point
of View

Dinner: Taken in the house.

09.00-10.30
Workshop 8: More Than a Backdrop

11.00-12.30
Workshop 9: Marketing - Writing the
Winning Synopsis and Covering Letter

After lunch there will be time for one-
to-one sessions.

Dinner: Farewell Gala Dinner in one of
Sineu’s many restaurants.



Tutor biographies

Judith Allnatt is an
acclaimed short story writer and novelist.
Her first novel A Mile of River was Simon
Mayo's Book of the Month on Radio 5
Live in April '08 and was shortlisted for
the Portico Prize for Literature. Short
stories have featured in the Bridport Prize
Anthology and on BBC Radio 4's One to
Watch - a showcase of talented, up-and-
coming writers. Her second novel, The
Poet's Wife, will be published by
Transworld in 2010.

Judith lectures on creative writing for
various universities and freelance, and is
currently working on her third novel.

Barbara Large MBE
isa FeIIow of the Royal Society of Arts
and an Honorary Fellow of the University
of Winchester, where she is a Senior
Lecturer in Creative and Critical Writing
and Director of the Winchester Writers'
Conference, Festival and Bookfair, an
international event which attracts more
than 600 published and aspiring writers
each year. She is a published author and
member of The Society of Authors, The
National Association of Writers in
Education and The Society of Women
Writers and Journalists, a Governor of
Southampton Solent University for the
past nine years and Chairman of the
Board of the Millais Art Gallery, renowned
for its exhibitions of world class modern
art.

She has given more that 500 informal
and formal talks on her specialism,
Creative Writing and Publishing at many
public venues and forums including The
Royal Institution, the London
International Bookfair, The Earnley
Concourse, at various other universities
including Southampton, Portsmouth and
Northampton and many libraries, schools
and arts centres.

She has frequently been interviewed and
given talks on the subject of creative
writing and publishing on BBC Radio
Solent, Winchester Radio FM, Ocean
Sound Radio and enjoys the pleasure of
talking engagingly and informally to
people of different cultures and
experiences.



The Lion of Sineu - by Linda Meaney

Things you need to know

Within a 1 minute walk from Centro
Mallorca you will find: 6 Bars &
Restaurants (with many more a couple of
minutes further on), 5 banks with ATMs, a
Chemist, a Bakery (one of Mallorca’s best,
with a wood fired oven), a Butcher, a
Fishmonger and two small convenience
stores.

Sineu has a new state-of-the-art
emergency medical centre, with mobile
emergency paramedics.

The house has recently been
completely renovated, and is designed
for, and operated as, a dedicated venue -
by the English owners.

No children or pets allowed.

There is No Smoking anywhere within
the house or on the garden patio.

We deliberately have no TV or videos
(although we do sometimes access Radio
4 through the internet) - but we do have
good reading-in-bed lights.

We have wireless broadband if you
want to bring a laptop, or you can keep in
touch with your email through our
computer and printer.

We have for your use a washing
machine, irons/ironing boards,
hairdryers, and all rooms have a UK 13-
amp socket for laptops and charging
your mobile phone - there is excellent
mobile coverage throughout Mallorca.

Remember to bring appropriate
clothing for the time-of-year -
including sunhat and sunscreen for
working outside. Except during high
summer, evenings can be cool.

Close proximity to countryside - less
than a 5 minute walk in any direction.
Have a look at Google Earth — the house
reference is 39°38'33.23”N 3°00'34.50"E
(paste this ref. in) and there are a few
photos of the town. The map satellite
photo is however at least four years old.

Outside of working hours, the town is
very quiet, especially at night.

The 700-year-old Wednesday market is
the largest in Mallorca and is a big
attraction.

Sineu was the Roman capital of
Mallorca and the home of the Mallorcan
Kings.



On-line Booking of direct flights
to Mallorca

First try www.skyscanner.net for an
overall picture.

www.britishairways.com - from
London City Airport.

www.airberlin.com - from Stansted.

www.easyjet.com - from Belfast, Bristol,
East Midlands, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Gatwick, Liverpool, Luton, Newcastle and
Stansted.

www.bmibaby.com - from Birmingham,
Cardiff, East Midlands, Heathrow and
Manchester.

www.firstchoice.co.uk — from
Birmingham, Bristol, East Midlands,
Gatwick, Glasgow, Manchester and
Stansted.

www.flybe.com - from Exeter and
Southampton.

www.flybmi.com - from Aberdeen,
Belfast, Birmingham, Cardiff, Durham,
East Midlands, Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Heathrow, Leeds/Bradford and
Manchester.

www.flymonach.com - from
Birmingham, Luton and Manchester.

www.Jet2.com - from Belfast, Blackpool,
Leeds Bradford, Manchester and
Newcastle.

www.mytravel.com - from Aberdeen,
Belfast, Birmingham,

Bournemouth, Bristol, Cardiff, Doncaster,
Durham, East Midlands, Edinburgh,
Exeter, Gatwick, Glasgow, Humberside,
Leeds/Bradford, Liverpool, Luton,
Manchester, Newcastle, Norwich and
Stansted.

www.palmair.co.uk - from
Bournemouth.

www.ryanair.com - from Liverpool and
Stansted.

www.flythomascook.com - from
Aberdeen, Belfast, Birmingham,
Bournemouth, Bristol, Cardiff, Doncaster,
Durham, East Midlands, Edinburgh,
Exeter, Gatwick, Glasgow, Humberside,
Leeds Bradford, Liverpool, Luton,
Manchester, Newcastle, Norwich and
Stansted.

www.thomsonfly.com - from
Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff,
Doncaster/Sheffield, East Midlands,
Gatwick, Glasgow, Manchester and
Newcastle.
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Onward travel from Palma de
Mallorca Airport
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Buses from outside the arrivals’ terminal
every 15 minutes, with a 15 minute journey
to Placa D’Espanya. It stops right outside the
brand-new rail and bus terminal, Estacié
Intermodal, at a single fare of €2.
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If you need to wait for a train, there are bars
within the station, and many around Placa

D’Espanya - try Bar Cristal opposite the
station for wonderful G&Ts.



